Introduction
Qinghai (靑海) province of the People's Republic of China, formerly known as Koko Nor, occupies a large territory in north-west China inhabited by a number of ethnic groups, including Han, Tibetans, Mongols and others. For a long period of time it was under the rule of Khoshut Mongols before being conquered by the Qing (淸) in 1724.
The Koko Nor rebellion of 1723, that was initiated by Gushi Khan's grandson, the Prince of Koko Nor Lobsang Danjin against the Qing Empire and resulted in the annexation of Koko Nor by the Empire, is one of the most vital events to have impacted the distribution of power in the region in the first half of the 18 th century. Its aftermath determined the future not only of Koko Nor itself, but also of Tibet and Jungaria, and mostly outlined the modern political map of China.
The history of study of the Koko Nor rebellion
Being an event of a great importance, the Koko Nor rebellion has long been attracting the scholars, starting with the contemporary learned lamas and staying topical problem up to now. The first attempt to describe these events in the context of history of Koko Nor was made in 18 th century by learned lama Sum-pa mkhan-po Ye-shes dpal-'byor. His work was later translated into English by Ho Chin Yang (Sum-pa mkhan-po, 1969). Although very brief, it is a work of a great importance, as it represents a view of a witness of the events. and sent a punitive expedition. In the There is also a poetic presentation of the same events on the stele, which follows the text translated above.
The interpretation of the events of 1723-1724 by Emperor Yongzheng
Let us specify some interesting points related to the interpretation of the events by Emperor Yongzheng:
1. As can be seen from the translation of the abstract above, the Emperor gave great importance to the participation in the uprising of the Tibetans, who Lobsang Danjin "dared to engage into rebellion": their "pacifying" is on the list of merits next to the "defeating the rebels". 3. It is likewise important to emphasize that in the Mongolian version of «Biographies …» the stele's abstract about the merits of General Nian Gengyao is missing. This is probably due to the fact that, despite his numerous merits, the General fell into disgrace, and after being ordered to commit suicide in 1726, panegyrics in his behalf were cut from the official documentation. There are different points of view upon the reasons why Yongzheng ordered Nian Gengyao to commit suicide. One of them is that the General, being presumptuous, stopped keeping up with the ritual and behaved unacceptably in relation to the Emperor. Another point of view is that the Emperor was afraid of Nian Gengyao's influence to overcome his own, that Nian Gengyao took bribes and appointed his people to take the high positions, without advising the Emperor, forming a group of people to help him to ascend to the throne. There is also an opinion that Nian Gengyao participated in a plot, due to which Yongzheng seized the power after the Emperor Kangxi's death, and he 8 called his heir to be a 14-year-old son Yunti (允禵, 1688-1755). When he established the power hierarchy, he got rid of the unnecessary witness (Shu Hui-wu, 1995, p.317-329).
Qinghai conquest's aftermath
The The decree of 1726 may be regarded as the first attempt of emperor's interference into Tibetan religious life. But despite of a great benefit to the Gelug which it might provide, this imperial decree caused little enthusiasm in Tibet and seems not to be implemented. The reasons for it can be found in the popularity of Nyingma school, as well as in the tradition of good relations between Gelug and Nyingma.
Conclusion
The Manchus ' conquest of Koko Nor and its integration into the Qing Empire put an end to the claims of the Hoshot Mongols Gushi Khan's heirs to the title of "King of Tibet" and to participation in its governance. The support of Lobsang Danjin uprising by Tibetan lamas gave
Emperor Yongzheng the opportunity to establish rigid measures for lamas and restrictions of the monasteries' activities. At the same time he managed to acquire the glory of "The Yellow Faith" patron by executing General Nian Gengyao, the leader of a punitive expedition, and by reconstructing the destroyed monasteries.
The conquest of Qinghai (with the majority of population being Tibetans) entered the history of China as one of the greatest acts of Emperor Yongzheng, immortalized on two steles in Confucian temples. The text on the steles written by the Emperor himself not only shows his official attitude to the events of great importance, but also points out the significant features of his policy. The most important is that his views were based entirely on his father Kangxi's intentions and strategy, despite the popular opinion of his managing the Empire being based on suspending the active foreign policy of his ancestor. Another curious point is revealed by the later translation of this text into Mongolian which followed the execution of General Nian Gengyao: the compiling of official documents was determined solely by the current goals of the Emperor, insomuch that parts of the texts in the highly approved documents carved in stone 'went missing'.
